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conclusions on Strategic Goal D

General conclusions on Goal D
1.
The information documents presented to the eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties on ecosystem restoration provide a wide range of guidelines, tools and technologies for addressing the targets under Strategic Goal D; therefore the few gaps identified should not constrain the implementation of this goal. 

2.
The work being undertaken by Executive Secretary in pursuance of request contained in Decision XI/16 should also provide additional tools and guidance relevant to Targets 14 and 15.

Target 14: By 2020, ecosystems that provide essential services, including services related to water, and contribute to health, livelihoods and well-being, are restored and safeguarded, taking into account the needs of women, indigenous and local communities, and the poor and vulnerable.

3.
The cultural, spiritual and traditional linkages with ecosystem services should be recognized and integrated in national, regional and global policy frameworks.

4. 
One of the important benefits of ecosystem restoration is the reinstatement and maintenance of water availability.
5.
Additional efforts should be made in a number of areas including, inter alia:

(a)
Developing policy support and implementation tools and methodologies aimed at restoring and safeguarding vulnerable mountain ecosystems in order to maintain fragile ecological balance and ameliorate livelihoods of mountain dwelling communities;
(b)
Enhancing understanding of the contribution of ecosystem restoration to improved human well-being, including related socio-economic benefits, and developing further guidance for categorizing, and assessing ecosystems providing essential services that contribute to human well-being;
Target 15: By 2020, ecosystem resilience and the contribution of biodiversity to carbon stocks has been enhanced, through conservation and restoration, including restoration of at least 15 per cent of degraded ecosystems, thereby contributing to climate change mitigation and adaptation and to combating desertification.

6.
Restoration is often ecosystem and situation-specific and guidance needs to be adapted to local situations. Restoration projects should be conducted using adaptive management, i.e. with pre-defined targets and indicators, multiple trials to determine the best method of treatment, monitoring of results, and reporting.
7.
Guidance is available to identify ecosystems that are vulnerable which also maintain large carbon stocks.
8.
There is limited capacity and knowledge on the restoration of coastal and marine ecosystems.

9.
There is a need for efficient and effective dissemination of best practices and further development of pilot projects for achieving this target.
10.
The importance of soil conservation for the achievement of Aichi Target 15 should be emphasized, particularly in those habitats rich in carbon stocks and organic soils 

11.
Additional efforts should be made in a number of areas including, inter alia:

(a)
Developing of an indicator to determine achievement of the 15% target, and additional indicators to measure ecosystem resilience, the rate and extent of habitat degradation, as well as efforts to combat desertification;
(b) 
Improving tools for remotely measuring carbon in terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems; 

(c)
Enhancing understanding of the application of the concept of ecosystem resilience, in monitoring and managing ecosystems at different levels in order to secure the provision of multiple ecosystem services, and the ability of ecosystems to adapt to a changed climate and to continue to sequester carbon over time;
(d) 
Further developing tools for systematically assessing and prioritizing potential areas for ecosystem restoration, taking into account the location and extent of degraded lands in relation to conservation areas and other high nature value areas, for improving habitat connectivity;
(e) 
Improving tools are needed for measuring carbon storage and fluxes and understanding the interplay with biodiversity conservation, including in non-forest ecosystems and at local scales.
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